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BALZEKAS  MUSEUM  ACQUIRES  ORIGINAL  BANKNOTE  ARTWORK 


NEW  INFORMATION  ON 
JOHAN  TRILNER 

By 

EUGENIJUS  FVANAUSKAS 
Kaunas 

Master  of  the  Mint  of  Vilnius,  goldsmith  Johan 
Trilner,  is  well  known  to  people  interested  in  numismatics  of 
the  Polish  and  Lithuanian  Commonwealth  We  are  not 
therefore  going  to  reiterate  the  well-known  facts  of  his  life  and 
activities  and  will  present  some  new  and  some  forgotten  data, 
found  by  a Lithuanian  numismatist,  S.  Janusonis,  and  the 
author  of  the  present  study. 

Iconographic  studies  of  coins  supplement  the 
information  found  in  written  sources  and  lead  to  the  conclusion 
that  Johan  Trilner  started  working  as  a die-sinker  at  the  Vilnius 
Mint  in  1609,  after  Johan  Dila  resigned  from  this  position. 

The  privilege  of  the  Sovereign  of  1613,  which 
admitted  Johan  Trilner,  goldsmith  and  iron  processor,  to 
servants  of  the  court,  witnesses  that  he  had  come  to  Lithuania 
with  letters  of  recommendation  and  suggested  that  he  should 
stay  in  Vilnius.  The  privilege  allowed  the  master  to  engage  in 
his  trade,  travel  with  the  court  and  sell  his  goods  freely,  have 
apprentices  and  pupils. 

In  July  1615,  the  Sovereign  confirmed  the  permission 
of  Jeronimas  Valavicius,  treasurer  of  the  land  of  Lithuania, 
allowing  Johan  Trilner  to  live  in  the  house  of  the  Vilnius  Mint. 
The  apartment  was  in  the  front  part  of  the  building.  It  included 
a sleeping  room,  a living  room  and  a lobby  or  basement.  The 
King  allowed  the  master  to  occupy  the  apartment  till  the  end  of 
his  life. 

The  same  year,  Johan  Trilner  had  a quarrel  with 
goldsmith  Gunther  Ofangen.  Apparently  in  1614,  the  latter  sent 
his  son  Reinhold  for  5 years'  studies  at  Johan  Trilner’s  to 
acquire  the  skills  of  the  goldsmith’s  art  and  metal  engraving 
After  a year,  the  father  took  his  son  back.  The  master  sued 
Gunther  Ofangen  with  the  purpose  to  making  his  son  resume 
studies  and  getting  200  silver  guldens  to  cover  expenses  and 
pay  the  damages.  During  the  investigation  of  the  case,  Gunther 
Ofangen  claimed  that  the  master  had  not  been  teaching  his  son, 
made  him  do  ordinary  work,  and  gave  him  no  food. 

Moreover,  he  doubted  whether  Johan  Trilner,  who 
worked  with  five  apprentices,  but  was  not  a member  of  the 
Goldsmiths'  Guild,  was  allowed  to  have  pupils  and  whether 
these  could  enjoy  the  same  rights  as  pupils  of  the  Guild  after 
completion  of  studies.  Gunther  Ofangen  referred  to  the 
privilege  of  the  Goldsmiths'  Guild  issued  by  the  Sovereign  on 
November  10,  1614,  which  said  that  only  masters  of  the  Guild 
could  have  pupils.  Continued  on  Page  2 


The  Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture  in 
Chicago  has  acquired  examples  of  the  original  artwork 
drawings  used  for  Lithuanian  banknotes  by  artist  Giednus 
Jonaitis.  Only  31  years  old,  Jonaitis  provided  the  artwork 
and  designs  for  the  10  Litu  notes  of  1991  and  1993,  the  2 
and  5 Litai  notes  of  1993,  and  the  1 Litas  note  of  1994. 

Giednus  Jonaitis 
was  bom  in  Vilnius, 

Lithuania  in  1963.  He 
studied  at  the  Vilnius  Art 
Academy  from  1981  to 
1987.  Since  1990  he  has 
been  a member  of  the 
Lithuanian  Artists 

Association.  He  is  known 
as  a graphic  artists  of  the 
younger  generation,  and 
has  upon  invitatation 
participated  in  numerous 
exhibitions,  both  in 
Lithuania,  and 

internationally. 

In  the  fall  of  1994,  Jonaitis  visited  the  United 
States,  and  exhibitions  of  his  work  were  displayed  in 
Chicago,  as  part  of  the  Chicago-Vilnius  friendship  cities 
committee  and  the  Balzekas  Museum. 

Jonaitis  was  among  a small  group  of  artists  who 
were  selected  in  1990  to  design  Lithuania's  banknotes, 
which  were  printed  in  1991  by  the  U S Banknote 
Corporation,  and  then  in  1993  and  1994  by  Thomas  De  la 
Rue  in  England.  The  Balzekas  Museum  has  obtained 
original  banknote  artwork  from  Jonaitis  for  its  numismatic 
collection,  which  was  on  special  display  at  the  Archer 
International  Gallery  this  past  fall,  and  will  be  placed  on 
exhibit  in  the  Museum's  Numismatic  Room  in  the  spring. 

Plan  on  visiting  the  Balzekas  Museum  of 
Lithuanian  Culture  in  Chicago,  6500  S.  Pulaski  Road 
60629.  (312)  582-6500.  We  will  be  illustrating  some  of  this 
artwork  in  the  next  issue  of  The  Knight. 

The  Bank  of  Lithuania  has  issued  information 
cards,  including  artists,  for  each  banknote.  See  pages  8-9. 


NEW  INFORMATION  ON  JOHAN  TRILNER 


Johan  Trilner  replied  that  provisions  laid  out  in  the 
privilege  applied  only  to  travelling  masters  but  not  to  those 
who  worked  according  to  a separate  privilege  of  the 
Sovereign 

The  Court  of  Vilnius  Magjstry  was  not  able  to  resolve 
the  case  and  it  was  therefore  forwarded  to  the  Sovereign.  The 
latter  ruled  in  favor  of  Johan  Trilner  on  the  grounds  that  the 
privilege  for  Johan  Trilner  was  issued  prior  to  the  privilege  for 
the  Goldsmiths'  Guild  On  the  other  hand,  servants  of  the  court 
traditionally  enjoy  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  masters  of 
guilds.  Morever,  Johan  Trilner  was  engaged  in  metal  engraving 
which  was  not  foreseen  in  the  nomenclature  of  goldsmiths' 
work. 

When  the  decision  of  the  Sovereign  of  June  17,  1615 
came  into  force,  Gunther  Ofangen  wanted  to  send  his  son  back 
to  training  at  Johan  Trilner's.  The  latter  did  not  accept  him  and 
demanded  to  refund  damages  and  expenditures  first.  Then 
Gunther  Ofangen  took  legal  action  against  the  master  on  the 
grounds  that  he  did  not  admit  his  son  to  the  studies.  Johan 
Trilner  declared  he  was  not  subordinate  to  the  Court  of 
Magi st ry  and  refused  to  start  litigation.  After  a closer 
investigation  of  the  Sovereign's  privilege  to  Johan  Trilner,  the 
said  court  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  a member  of  the 
Goldsmiths'  Guild  and  subordinate  to  their  court  of  law.  The 
master  applied  to  the  Court  of  the  Sovereign. 

-Johan  Trilner's  commissioner  Stanislaw  Zarenski  and 
Gunther  Ofangen's  commissioner  Andrzey  Janocki  presented 
the  claims  of  their  clients  for  the  Sovereign's  justice.  The 
Sovereign  decided  that  Johan  Trilner  was  the  main  plantiff, 
whereas  Gunther  Ofangen  had  not  taken  any  legal  action  for 
compensation  of  damage  before,  and  cancelled  the  decision  of 


LITHUANIAN  SHILLING  STRUCK  IN  1652.  DIE 
SINKER:  JOHAN  TRILNER. 

the  court  of  Vilnius  Magistrcy  to  consider  Gunther  Ofangen, 
plaintiff.  The  King's  decree  was  done  on  March  7,  1616. 

In  1617,  Johan  Trilner  worked  at  the  mint  as  an 
assayer.  I would  herewith  remind  our  readers  that  this  post  was 
occupied  by  Johan  Cymens  in  1615  and  George  Helvetius  in 
1616 

Johan  Trilner  litigated  once  more  in  1626  as  seen 
from  the  Sovereign's  paper  written  in  the  hand  of  Chancellor  of 
Lithuania,  Albertas  Stanislovas  Radvilas  The  language  of  the 
paper  is  very  intricate,  not  all  the  propositions  are 
comprehensible.  It  is  only  clear  that  Johan  Trilner  was  married 
to  Barbara  Demer,  daughter  of  goldsmith  Michael  Demer. 
Besides,  he  was  guardian  of  his  two  unmarried  daughters 
Anna  and  Zusanna  Demer 

The  tribunal  of  Vilnius  ordered  Michael  Demer  to  pay 
2522  three-scores  of  Lithaunian  grasiai  to  nobleman 
Christopher  Berthold  The  defendant  did  not  evidently  have  the 


money.  His  brick  house,  the  garden  and  the  household  were 
awarded  to  the  plaintiff. 

The  daughters  of  Michael  Demer,  however,  did  not 
let  Christopher  Berthold  into  the  house,  in  view  of  which  the 
latter  started  proceedings  at  the  Vilnisu  Magistry  court. 
Guardian  of  Demer1  s daughter,  Johan  Trilner  saw  to  it  that  the 
case  was  sent  to  the  Sovereign.  In  his  letter  written  in  the  hand 
of  Chancellor  of  Lithuania,  Albertas  Stanislovas  Radvilas,  the 
Sovereign  replies  that  the  rights  of  Christopher  Berthold  to 
Michael  Denier's  property  are  not  less  than  the  latter  daughter’s 
and  confirms  the  decision  of  the  Vilnius  Magistry  Court. 

We  know  that  in  1634,  1636,  and  1638,  Johan  Trilner 
applied  to  the  Seym  with  memorandums  on  the  issue  of 
mintage  of  coins.  It  became  clear,  that  a memorandum  of  the 
same  kind,  printed  by  Johan  Trilner  in  1641  also  exists.  It  has 
already  been  discussed  in  the  Lithuanian  press,  so  we  shall  not 
repeat  ourselves. 

On  April  19,  1640,  in  the  Seym  of  Warsaw,  the 
Sovereign  confirmed  the  treasury  statement  of  Mikalojus 
Trizna.  It  contains  an  inscription  that  Johan  Trilner,  assayer  of 
the  Vilnius  Mint,  who  was  charged  to  make  new  coins  to  be 
demonstrated  at  the  Seym,  was  given  300  silver  guldens  for 
living  expenses,  materials  and  a hired  coachman.  It 
undoubtedly  speaks  of  Lithuanian  portugaliai  (portugals)  of 
1639. 

On  May  6,  1633,  the  Sovereign  confirmed  Johan 
Trilner’s  right  to  an  annual  salary  of  600  silver  guldens  till  the 
end  of  his  life.  The  privilege  on  this  salary  was  received  on 
January  7,  1632. 

In  1642,  due  to  Johan  Trilner's  initiative,  the  privilege 
allowing  Johan  Cymens  to  live  in  the  house  of  the  Mint  was 
cancelled.  A Povilas  Volodkevicius  had  ostensibly  "arranged 
for"  this  privilege. 

On  March  20,  1649,  the  Sovereign  reconfirmed  Johan 
Trilner's  right  to  an  apartment  at  the  Mint.  The  same  year  he 
received  221  silver  guldens  for  the  production  of  the  small 
State  seal.  During  the  three  years  of  work  (1649-1651),  he 
received  a total  salary  of  1800  silver  guldens,  including  900 
silver  guldens  for  the  year  1650.  In  the  period  of  1647-1652, 
Johan  Trilner  earned  3300  silver  guldens. 

In  1652-1653  Johan  Trilner  worked  at  the  Mint  as  a 
die-sinker.  He  implemented  one  of  the  varieties  of  the 
monetary  system  proposed  in  the  memorandum  of  1641.  It  is 
quite  evident  now,  that  the  samllest  Lithuanian  coins  of  Jonas 
Kazimieras  were  two  denariai  (two  pence). 

In  1655  Johan  Trilner  retreated  to  Prussia.  He  is  on 
the  list  of  refugees  of  1656.  He  most  probably  died  in  the 
wartime. 

Johan  Trilner's  estate  Zenkovszczizna  in  the  parish  of 
Varena  with  4 valakas  (ca.  80  ha)  of  arable  land  and  also 
wood,  was  totally  neglected  and  given  as  escheat  to  J.  Rybski 
of  the  Cossack  company  of  the  Voivode  of  Smolensk, 
Kazimieras  Pacas. 

That  is  all  we  currently  know  about  Johan  Trilner,  a 
German  who  was  in  a devoted  service  of  his  new  motherland 
for  nearly  half  a century. 
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FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan 

1940  LITHUANIAN  LOTTERY  TICKET 

Feeling  lucky  lately?  One  area  of  Lithuanian 
' collecting  1 haven't  heard  much  about  but  which  is  a 
specialized  area  is  the  collecting  of  Lithuanian 
lottery  tickets.  That's  right-Lithuania  has  issued 
numerous  types  of  lottery  tickets  in  the  20th 
century! 

Illustrated  is  one  such  ticket,  bearing  an 
unfortunately  "unlucky"  year  of  1940--the  year  the 
Soviet  Union  invaded  the  Republic  of  Lithuania. 

The  ticket  on  the  right  bears  a beautiful 
olive  green  color,  with  amber  yellow  background.  It 
measures  120  x 78  mm.  It  is  printed  on  high  quality 
paper,  probably  printed  at  Spindulys  in  Kaunas, 
where  other  Lithuanian  securities  were  produced. 

OBVERSE:  The  obverse  translation  reads: 

"I  Class,  Series  B,  (and  6-digit  numeral).  State 
Lottery,  1st  Class  Play,  Price  of  the  Ticket  for 
Thursday  , 2.50  litas'."  Legend  around  the 
Vytis  emblem  : "State  Lottery."  "1940, 

May  20, 21,  and  22." 

REVERSE:  "1)  1st  class  plays  will  be  on 
May  20,  21,  and  22,  1940.  2)  Winning  tickets  can 
be  cashed  in  up  to  August  22,  1940;  3)  Non- 
winning tickets  can  be  redeemed  with  the  agent  at 
the  place  of  purchase  up  to  June  17,  1940;  4)  If  the 
agent  at  the  place  of  purchase  refuses  to  redeem  the 
ticket,  a complaint  must  be  filed  no  later  than  June 
18,  1940;  5)  2nd  class  plays  will  be  on  June  20  and 
21,  1940.  Safeguard  your  tickets-claims  regarding 
lost  tickets  will  not  be  honored.  " 

"Place  for  the  agents  seal.  Alfonsas  Maska, 

2 Sodu  Street,  Ukmerge.  This  ticket  is  not  valid 
without  the  agent's  seal." 

As  can  be  surmised,  this  is  probably  the  very 
last  lottery  ticket  issued  by  the  pre-WWII  Republic 
of  Lithuania.  Notice  the  unlucky  dates  in  this.  How 
many  of  our  LNA  members  collect  Lithuanian 
lottery  tickets? 
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THE  KAZLU  RUDA  HOARD  TURNED  OVER 
THE  M.K.  CIURLIONIS  MUSEUM 

[From  Lietuvos  Rytas,  June  25,  1994,  No.  124  ] 

The  hoard  found  on  May  3 of  this  year  in  the  forest  of  Kazlu  Ruda, 
Mariampole  district,  has  already  been  announced  in  the  Lietuvos  Rytas  It 
was  found  by  three  eighth  graders  as  they  were  cleaning  up  the  environment 
and  digging  a hole  to  bury  the  trash 

For  the  first  week  after  the  hoard  was  announced  in  the  press,  it 
was  safeguarded  at  the  Kazlu  Rudos  police  station  The  police  then 
approached  the  Mariampole  District  Department  of  Taxation  requesting  that 
they  take  the  hoard.  Since,  by  law,  this  office  is  in  charge  of  wealth 
abandoned  by  the  owner 

The  Director  of  the  Numismatic  Section  of  the  Kaunas  State  M K 
Ciurlionis  Art  Museum,  Violeta  Rutkauskiene  and  the  Senior  Scientist  of  the 
section,  Ruta  Verkeliene,  said  that  they  worked  a number  of  days  from 
morning  to  night  inventorying  and  cataloging  the  coins 

41 1 coins  were  sorted  by  age.  The  earliest  were  from  the  first  part 
of  the  16th  century  and  the  latest  were  dated  1939.  Themost  valuable  coin 
was  a 1930  German  5 mark  coin  valued  at  300  Litai  Also,  of  high  value  was 
a 1938  issue  10  Litu  coin  with  a portrait  of  President  Smetona  Most  of  the 
coins  were  German  reichmarks  and  Lithuanian  Litai  Italian,  Austrian,  and 
Russian  coins  were  also  present  Lithuanian  coins  amounted  to  a total  face 
value  sum  of  1,000  litai 

A couple  coins  in  the  hoard  were  stuck  together  The  possibility 
that  they  were  held  together  by  blood  has  not  been  ruled  out  [To  pg  4 ] 


COURISH  PLAY  MONEY 


THE  KAZLU  RUDA  HOARD  [Continued  from  page  3 ] 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Kaunas  State  M.  K.  Ciurlionis  Museum  numismatic 
section  specialists,  the  hoard  was  an  individual's  treasure  which  was  hidden  away  in 
1 940  or  earlier,  at  the  start  of  World  War  II  Of  the  41 1 coins,  only  7 are  of  nickel,  all 
other  are  silver. 

In  answer  to  the  question  by  Lietuvos  Rytas,  if  such  finds  are  common,  V. 
Rutkauskiene  answered  that  this  hoard  is  really  valuable  and  that  during  her  twenty 
years  of  experience  this  is  the  fifth  "It  is  very  good  that  the  hoard  ended  up  this  time  in 
a museum,  into  the  hands  of  the  State  and  did  not  end  up  with  collectors,"  she  said 
"Without  doubt,  other  finds  are  made  in  Lithuania,  however,  they  do  not  reach  us. 
Private  collectors  are  often  quicker  and  richer  than  us." 

The  specialists  valued  the  find  at  7,946.65  litai  By  law,  25%  of  value  of  the 
find  will  be  awarded  to  the  finders  of  the  hoard,  the  three  Kazlu  Rudos  eighth  grade 
students— each  will  get  662  litai 

"The  children  and  their  parents  will  be  invited  to  the  Museum  and  we  will  give 
them  the  money,  which  will  come  from  the  Lithuanian  Ministry  of  Culture,"  said  V. 
Rutkauskiene  "It  is  not  a large  sum,  but  it  is  important  to  us  that  it  really  goes  to  the 
children  " 

When  the  director  of  the  museum's  numismatic  section  was  asked  when  the 
pur  c will  be  able  to  view  the  Kazlu  Rudos  hoard,  she  said  that  it  would  not  be  soon- 
only  after  the  State  is  able  to  give  museums  more  support  "We  plan  to  have  a special 
exhibit  especially  for  this  hoard,"  she  said 


As  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  The 
Knight,  a set  of  Courish  Penninsula  play  money 
notes  has  been  issued  to  support  the  Lithuanian 
Culture  in  Lithuanian  Minor.  The  notes  are 
similar  to  the  Memel  1922  notes  in  their 
designs. 

Notes  are  issued  in  denominations  of 
,10c,  .50c;  and  1,  2,  5,  10,  50,  and  100  "Kuriu." 
The  cent  notes  depict  beach  scenes.  The  1 shows 
a lighthouse;  the  2 sailing  ships.  On  the  5 we  see 
ancient  Libau  (Liepaja,  Latvia).  The  10 
illustrates  another  old  city  we  are  unable  to 
decipher;  the  50  shows  the  city  of  Tilsit,  and  the 
100  Ragnit.  These  communities  were  part  of 
former  East  Prussia,  and/or  the  old  Courish 
portion  of  Germany  that  reached  into  Latvia 
before  World  War  I,  including  the  Memel 
Territory.  Lithuanians  called  these  areas 
Lithuanian  Minor. 

Illustrated  here  is  a sampling  of  the 

notes. 


OBITUARIES  WANTED 


The  Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian 
Culture,  6500  S.  Pulaski  Road,  Chicago,  IL  60629,  is 
collecting  copies  of  obituaries  of  Lithuanians  who 
have  died  across  the  country.  These  are  placed  in  their 
massive  obituaries  file.  While  many  of  the  names  are 
of  those  who  have  died  in  the  Chicago  area,  they  are 
especially  now  looking  for  obituaries  of  any 
Lithuanian,  even  those  who  died  years  ago,  from  any 
state. 

This  obituary  file  is  very  valuable  to 
researchers,  family  historians,  and  genealogists 
looking  for  long  lost  relatives  or  those  trying  to  trace 
their  family  history. 

If  you  have  obituaries  of  Lithuanians  who 
died  in  your  community,  even  those  many  years  ago, 
please  make  copies  and  send  them  to  the  Museum  If 
possible,  please  write  down  the  death  date  (especially 
if  it  says,  "died  Monday,"  etc  ),  and  other  information 
if  you  know  it,  such  as  the  name  of  the  paper,  city, 
state,  and  page  number. 

Your  editor,  for  example,  has  sent  the 
Museum  copies  of  Lithuanian  obituaries  of  people 
who  died  here  in  Albion,  Michigan  by  going  through 
microfilm  back  to  the  1910s  I also  have  copied  the 
names  of  Lithuanians  living  here  in  the  1920  U S 
census  Genealogy  is  exciting— if  you  want  to  find  out 
about  your  family  name,  or  village/city  in  Lithuania, 
write  the  Museum  today!  Mention  The  Knight  when 
writing. 


PROPOSED  1928 
BANKNOTE  DESIGN 

Occasionally  there  will  appear  a 
previously  unknown  artist's  rendition  of  a 
proposed  Lithuanian  banknote  from  the 
period  of  1922-1939.  While  brousing 
through  the  catalog  "Pinigai  Lietuvoje  1915- 
1941"  published  by  the  Lithuanian  History 
and  Ethnographic  Museum  in  1988,  we 
came  across  a photograph  of  a proposed  50 
Litu  banknote  by  artist  Adomas  Galdikas, 


who  did  design  the  note  (P-24)  that  was  printed  by  the  firm  of 
Bradbury,  Wilkinson,  Ltd.  of  New  Malden,  England.  This  proposed 
version,  however,  also  features  Lithuanian  patriarch  Dr.  Jonas 
Basanavicius.  In  this,  his  portrait  is  found  in  the  center  of  the  note, 
rather  than  on  the  side  as  in  the  actual  circulation  version.  This  also 
has  a more  front  view  of  his  face,  rather  than  the  side  view  found 
normally  association  with  the  Doctor.  The  background  design 
surrounding  the  circle  portrait  consists  of  oak  branches  and  acorns. 

The  booklet  states  that  this  project  measures  216  x 120  mm.  in 
size,  and  that  it  is  part  of  the  collection  of  the  Ciurlionis  Museum  in 
Kaunas.  This  note  is  illustrated  above.  On  the  right  is  a very  interesting 
photograph  taken  of  the  Doctor,  apparently  on  his  visit  here  in  the  U.S. 
in  1913.  We  got  this  from  a book  printed  by  Pennsylvania  Lithuanians 
at  the  time.  This  gives  us  a different  look  at  this  great  Lithuanian 
leader.  When  the  Doctor  visited  the  U.S.,  he  visited  relatives  here  in 
the  U.S.,  including  relatives  of  our  LNA  member  Julia  Busanovich. 
The  Doctor  was  her  father's  great  uncle.  The  story  of  Basanavicius' 
visit  to  the  family  has  been  passed  down  to  each  generation. 


THE  EASY  DAYS  ARE  OVER 

[From  a Kaunas  newspaper] 

Rumor  has  it  that  soon  every  citizen 
of  Lithuania  who  has  more  than  10,000 
Litas'  on  deposit  in  any  Lithuanian  bank  will 
be  entered  into  a "black  list."  The  Economic 
Police  will  take  an  interest  in  him. 

The  individual  will  have  to  explain 
where  he  got  the  money.  But,  how  else  can 
it  be?  The  income  declaration  law  has  not 
been  passed. 

Shiver,  you  nch  people. 


ON  THE  LEFT  IS  THE  10  KURSIXJ 
NOTE.  CAN  ANYONE  MAKE  OUT  THE 
WRITTEN  NAME  OF  THIS  CITY? 


BY 


LITHUANIAN 

NUMISMATIC 

DICTIONARY 


Jonas  K.  Karys 


English  Translation  by 
V.l.G.  Matelis 


Continued  from  last  issue.. 


KREICERIS/Kruezer.  A.  An  important  subsidiary  monetary  unit  in  Germany  (1500  to  1873).  B.  A significant 
historical  German  coin,  struck  of  a medium  level  of  silver  purity,  and  from  the  17th  century  in  certain  countries,  from  copper. 
Of  an  equal  status  with  other  units  and  coins:  1 Kreizer=4  pfemnigs=8  halers;  2 kreizers=l  shilling;  3 kreizers=l  grasis,  60 
kreizers  make  up  a gulden  (up  to  1873).  In  Austria-Hungary,  one  krajczar  (1857-92)  was  0.0]  gulden;  a bronze  kreizer  was 
also  struck  there. 


KRISTOGRAMA/Christogram.  From  the  Greek  letters  X and  P,  forming  Christ's  monogram.  This  was  used  on  coins 
(Roman  and  Byzantine)  in  the  4th  century.  It  was  placed  occasionally  in  the  coin's  field,  sometimes  at  the  top  of  a long  cane  in 
the  ruler’s  hand,  or  on  the  so-called  "world  sphere  " Later,  in  the  middle  ages,  on  the  coins  of  the  Merovingian,  Saxon-French 
kings  and  others,  it  was  sometimes  used  separately,  on  one  alone,  and  on  another  between  the  alfa  and  omega  symbols. 


Kristograma  sen.  romenij  monetose:  Konstantino  D.  solide  (padid.;  zr.  So- 
lidas)  ir  Magnencijaus  (350-353)  bronz.  monetoje. 
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KRYZIUS/Cross.  From  deep  in  antiquity,  an  easily  fashioned  ornament,  and  when  needed,  a symbol  full  of  meanings. 
The  symbol  of  Christianity,  the  earliest  heraldic  figure  of  the  middle  ages.  It  first  appeared  numismatically  on  CHarles  I (later 
named  Charlemagne)  and  Licinius  coins  of  314-317.  Thereafter,  the  cross  began  to  appear  on  Christian  rulers'  and  their  states' 
coins,  more  and  more  often,  until  there  came  a time  that  no  coin  appeared  without  one  or  another  type  of  cross.  It  was 
deliberately  placed  in  the  legend,  in  the  hand  of  the  pictures  ruler,  held  above  the  globe,  placed  in  the  Christogram,  or  even 
spread  across  the  entire  coin  over  the  entire  field.  Up  until  modem  times,  as  far  is  known,  only  a few  types  of  crosses 
respected,  inscribed  and  used.  From  the  Edict  of  Milan  (313)  until  the  present,  however,  numismatics,  heraldry,  and  the  church 
would  constantly  add  on,  beautify,  innovate , create,  and  recreate  about  20  new  types  of  crosses.  So  that  today,  it  is  impossible 
to  number  their  varieties  in  ornamentation,  changes  and  differences. 


KRONA  A entire  series  of  European  states  monetary  unit,  in  both  gold  and  silver  coins.  The  very  oldest  was  the 
French  gold  couronne  dr  (and  ecu)  introduced  by  Phillip  VI  at  the  beginning  of  the  14th  century,  and  weighing  5.44  gr.  In 
1526,  England  introduced  the  gold  Krone  (crown).  That  coin  weighed  3.11  gr,  with  2.85  of  precious  metal.  Later,  its  weight 
was  reduced  somewhat,  and  in  1663,  it  was  supplanted  by  the  guinea.  The  Netherlands  followed  with  the  gold  krona  (kroon) 
which  it  began  to  strike  in  1540,  and  continued  until  the  middle  of  the  17th  century.  In  1618,  the  Danes  produced  a gold 
krona  Their  coin  weighed  about  3 gr  and  contained  2.725  gr.  of  precious  metal.  In  1822,  the  Portugese  produced  the  gold 
krona  (coroa  d'auro),  containing  5000  reis  By  statute  of  1835,  it  weighed  9.56  gr,  with  8.67  gr.  of  gold.  The  newest  gold 
krona  are  as  follows.  A)  In  1857,  the  Germans  created  the  Vereinskrone,  weighing  11.111  gr.  0.900  purity,  and  after  the 
victory  of  the  1871  war,  brought  out  the  10  Mark  krona,  which  coin  of  0.900  purity  weighed  3.982  gr.  B)  The  Austrian  krona 
of  1892,  whose  10  krona  coin  was  of  0.900  purity  gold,  and  weighed  3.388  gr.  The  single  kronas  coin  was  here  of  silver.  2. 
Gold  kronas  were  followed  by  silver,  beginning  during  the  period  1551-54  in  England  (the  British  taler)  was  tried,  and  from 
the  beginning  of  the  1 7th  century  it  continued  to  be  struck  (although  lighter)  until  the  current  era.  At  the  beginning,  the  Englihs 
silver  Krona  weighed  about  31  gr.  and  from  1604,  28  807  gr.  (about  0.920  fineness).,  equal  to  5 shillings.  From  1816,  28.276 
gr  (about  0.900  fineness).  From  1605  to  1622,  the  Scotch  silver  crown  equalled  60  shillings.  The  darnsh  krona  (corona 
Danica),  appearing  in  1618,  at  32.5  net,  had  a decisive  role  in  the  circulation  of  the  silver  crown  throughotu  Scandinavia.  And 
when,  in  the  course  of  time,  it  began  to  deteriorate,  in  1875-77,  it  was  turned  into  the  gold  standard,  although  several  of  the 
kronas  continued  in  silver  (legally,  with  about  6 gr  of  precious  metal).  After  the  first  World  War,  Dennm ark's  and  Norway's 
silver  kronas  became  bronze  coins.  3.  Monetary  units:  a.  In  Austria  and  Lichtenstein  it  consisted  of  100  hellers  (a  silver  con). 
The  generic  noun  encompassing  the  majority  of  silver  (and  in  recent  years,  castings  with  nickel)  coins  of  about  20  to  30  gr 
weight  and  about  33  to  50  mm.  in  diameter.  Continued  next  issue.  .. 


AN  UNKNOWN  LITHUANIAN  GRASIS  OF  SIGISMUND  THE  OLD  By  Stasys  Sajauska* 
[From  The  Collection,  Magazine  of  the  Lithuanian  Collectors  Association.  No.  1,  1994]  Kaunas,  Lithuania  7- 


Prompted  by  the  need  to  fill  the  state  treasury 
because  of  the  war  with  Moscow,  Sigismund  the  Old 
reopened  the  Vilnius  mint  in  January  of  1535.  It  had  been 
closed  since  1529.  The  first  Lithuanian  grasiai  were  thus 
minted  there  between  1535  and  1536.  They  were  called 
"the  flat  ones." 1 And  they  differed  from  "the  flat  ones" 
mentioned  in  documents  and  which  were  in  wide 
circulation  in  Europe,  and  in  Lithuania  as  well,  up  to  that 
time,  the  Prague  groschen.  They  were  thin,  25-27  mm. 
diameter,  2.57  gram  average  weight,  hammered  coins  of 
uneven  relief.  During  January  and  February  of  1535,  the 
Vilnius  Mint  was  administered  by  Ulrich  Hoz. 

The  distinguishing  feature  of  the  coins  minted 
during  this  time  period  is  that  on  their  reverse,  underneath 
the  horse  there  are  no  Latin  letters  (illustration  1).  For  a 
period  the  mint  was  closed  down,  possibly  due  to  the  death 
of  Ulrich  Hoz  in  May  of  1535.  It  was  reopened  in  the 
second  half  of  1535  when  its  chief  administrator,  John,  the 
bishop  of  Vilnius,  invited  the  master  minter  of  the  Thom 
mint,  Matthew  Shilling  to  be  the  chief  minter  at  Vilnius. 
The  Thom  mint  was  closed  on  June  24,  1535. 

Is  it  possible  to  determine  more  accurately  when  the 
reopening  of  the  Vilnius  Mint  took  place?  Historians 
believed  that  the  mint  was  reopened  no  earlier  than  the  end 
of  August  or  early  September,1  since  the  1535  grasis  minted 
by  Matthew  Shilling  were  marked  by  a Latin  letter,  the  first 
letter  of  the  name  of  the  month?  Until  recently,  only  two 
such  coins  were  known,  and  these  were  with  the  letters  S 
(September),  and  N (November).  1 3 

From  information  currently  available,  the  date  of 
the  reopening  of  the  Vilnius  Mint  has  to  be  moved  up  by  at 
least  one  month.  In  collecting  material  for  the  complete 
catalog  of  the  coins  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania,  its' 
author  found  a rare  1535  grasis  with  the  letter  A (August). 
It  is  a slightly  worn,  26  mm.  diameter,  2.56  gram  coin. 
(Illustration  2). 


In  1536,  peace  with  Moscow  appeared  to  be 
possible,  and  work  at  the  Vilnius  Mint  was  suddenly 
stopped  in  May.  As  is  well  known,  Sigismund  the  Old  did 
not  like  war  and  was  inclined  to  resolve  conflicts 
peacefully.5  Judging  from  the  uncommonly  great  number  of 
dies  found  and  described,  (113,  see  table)  a very  large 
quantity  of  Lithuanian  grasiai  were  minted  during  the  short 
period  of  1535-1536. 

The  treasury,  since  it  was  minting  coins  of  low 
silver  content  (L375),  which  could  be  justified  due  to  the 
wartime  condition,  must  have  realized  huge  profits.  In 
comparing  the  designs  and  the  legends  of  the  coins,  we 
determined  that  the  dies  for  the  Lithuanian  grasiai  were 
made  by  no  fewer  than  7 die  engravers.5  In  comparing  the 
coins  without  the  letters  for  months  on  the  reverse  with  the 
coins  with  the  Latin  letters,  it  should  be  possible  to  rank  the 
time  sequence  of  minting.  However,  this  issue  requires 
thorough  research  and  a separate  study.  It  would  appear 
that  there  will  be  other  findings  in  this  area  of  Lithuanian 
numismatics.  For  example,  we  believe  that  a 1535  grasis 
will  be  found  with  the  letter  "D"  (December).  Thus,  good 
luck  in  searching! 
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CHRONOLOGY  INDICATORS  OF  THE  GROSCHEN  OF  SIGISMUND  THE  OLD 


Year  Letter 

Month 

of  Minting 

Number 

. Rarity 

In  Latin 

In  Lithuanian 

of 

1535 

January,  February 
July?,  December? 

24 

R3 

A 

August 

August 

1 

R6 

S 

September 

September 

2 

R5 

N 

November 

November 

1 1 

R4 

1536 

January? 

16 

R3 

I 

Januarius,  Junius 

January,  June 

15 

R4 

F 

Februarius 

February 

22 

R3 

M 

Martius,  Maius 

March,  May 

13 

R4 

A 

Aprilius 

April 

9 

RJ! 

Note:  Rareness  scale  is  according  to  the  10  grade  scale  adopted  by  J.  TiskeviSius  (Tyszkiewicz)2. 


8. 


CURRENT  BANKNOTE  DESIGNS  AND  FEATURES 


The  bank  of  Lithuania  has  issued  bi-lingual  oversized 
color  currency  cards"  explaining  the  security  designs  and 
characteristics  of  each  of  the  banknotes  produced  by  the 
Thomas  De  La  Rue  printers  in  England  For  the  first  time,  the 
identities  of  the  designers  of  each  denomination  have  been 
revealed. 

On  the  right  are  descriptions  for  each  currency 
denomination  in  English.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  10  Litu 
bears  a 1993  date,  but  wasn't  circulated  until  1994.  On  the  left 
we  are  using  the  50  Litu  note  as  an  example  of  the  security 
features  Those  of  other  denominations  are  nearly  identic^ 
except  for  the  denomination  numeral.  Notice  that  the 
specimens  have  their  own  stamped  serial  number.  The  50  Litu 
exhibited  here  has  "903"  in  the  lower  left. 


Genuine  fifty  litas  banknotes  can  easily  be  distinguished  from  counterfeit  notes 
according  to  the  following  security  features: 

- they  are  printed  on  white  paper  which  has  a crackle  typical  of  banknotes  and 
which  does  not  fluoresce  under  ultraviolet  light.  The  predominant  colour  on  both 
sides  of  the  banknote  is  tan; 

- the  paper  contains  blue,  green  and  red  fibres  which  fluoresce  green,  red  and  blue 
under  ultraviolet  light; 

- a watermark  depicting  a mounted  knight  is  located  on  the  lighter-coloured  side  of 
•the  banknote  (1); 

- each  banknote  has  a serial  number  consisting  of  three  letters  and  seven  Arabic 
numerals.  The  right-hand  serial  number  fluoresces  yellow-green  under  ultraviolet 
light  (2).  while  the  left-hand  one  does  not  Some  banknotes  may  have  an  asterisk 
"*"  and  letter  "Q"  printed  in  place  of  the  three  letters  of  the  serial  number, 

- the  inscription  "L1ETUVOS  BANKAS"  is  microprinted  above  the  bottom 
ornamental  border,  from  the  left  side  of  the  border  to  the  portrait  (3); 


- at  the  centre  of  the  banknote  and  within  a round  ornament  is  the  numeral  "50"  in 
orange  contour  filled  with  pink,  which  fluoresces  yellow  under  ultraviolet  light.  Below 
it  is  another  invisible  numeral  "50"  which  fluoresces  bright  green  under  ultraviolet 
light  (4); 

- a security  thread  with  the  microtext  "LIETUVOS  BANKAS"  is  embedded  vertically 
in  the  banknote  paper  42-44  mm  from  the  left  edge  (5); 

- there  is  a see-through  register  mark  in  the  upper  part  of  the  banknote  to  the  right  of 
the  portrait  which  corresponds  exactly  to  the  same  mark  on  the  other  side  of  the 
note  (6); 

- raised  intaglio  printing  of  ornamental  borders,  portrait,  denomination  numerals, 
designs  and  inscriptions  provides  a tactile  surface  easily  distinguished  by  touch. 

The  counterfeiting  and  reproduction  of  banknotes  is  punishable  according  to  the  laws 
die  Republic  of  Lithuania.  They  can  be  reproduced  only  with  the  permission  of  the 
doard  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania. 


LITHUANIAN  CURRENCY 

THE  ONE  LITAS  NOTE  • ISSUED  IN  1994 


OBVERSE.  TTbe ^nght-hand  side  of  the  banknote  bearsTportralt  of  thVgratlJthuimanSiTiteT 

noted  for  haTpottrayal'of  turaf KfetThe" 

won^5yE/MY£^®^?^^'^Tnscnl^l^vttfiin'tfievppef  & min^svide^ ornamental" band, 
and  ‘^TENASjJTAS^rittiln  the  fewer  bmd-Signatures  abo  vethe"  inscripuons'TFINANSlJ 
MIMSTRAS*;and jJIETLrV OS  B ANKO  VALDYB OS  PIRMININKAS'are  located  on  the  lower 


left-1 


REVERSE- ^The. left-hand  sideof  the  banknote  bears’a  drawing  of  the  Church  of  St  Joseph  in 


THE  TWO  LITAS  NOTE  • ISSUED  IN  1993 


OBVERSE.  The  right-hand  side  of  the  banknote  bears  a portrait  of  Bishop  Modejus  ValanCius 
(1801-1875),  a historian  and  educator  who,  during  the  years  of  Czarist  repression,  helped  strengthen 
Lithuanian  national  identity,  religious  faith,  and  temperance.  The  words  "LIETUVOS  BANKAS" 
are  inscribed  within  the  upper  8‘mm-wide  ornamental  border,  and  "DU  LITAI"  within  the  lower 
‘band. 

REVERSE.  The  left-hand  side  of  the  banknote  bears  a drawing  of  the  Castle  of  Trakai  Island  (14- 
rl5th  c.),  once  a residence  of  the  Grand  Dukes  of  Lithuania,  the  only  water-bound  castle  of  its  kind  in 
Eastern  Europe.  The  coat  of  arms  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  - a mounted  knight  - is  located  on 
the  right-hand  side. 

Size  of  the  banknote;  135x65  mm.  Designed  by  Giedrius  Jonaitis. 


THE  FIVE  LITAS  NOTE  • ISSUED  IN  1993 


OBVERSE.  The  right-hand  side  of  the  banknote  bears  a portrait  of  the  noted  Lithuanian  linguist 
j and  father  of  the  literary  Lithuanian  language  Jonas  Jablonskis  ( 1 860- 1930).  The  words  "LIETUVOS 
f BANKAS"  are  inscribed  within  the  upper  8 mm-wide  ornamental  border,  and  "PENKI  LITAI" 
j within  the  lower  band. 

f REVERSE.  The  left-hand  side  of  the  banknote  bears  an  image  of  a famous  sculpture  by  Petras 
l RimAa  (1881-1961)  depicting  a mother  secretly  teaching  her  child  to  read  during  the  period  when 
ithe  Czarist  regime  prohibited  the  use  of  Lithuanian  books  printed  in  the  Latin  alphabet  (1864- 
1 1904).  The  coat  of  arms  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  - a mounted  knight  - is  located  on  the  right- 
-hand side.  ... 

£ Size  of  the  banknote:  135x65  mm.  Designed  by  Giedrius  Jonaitis. 


THE  TEN  LITAS  NOTE  • ISSUED  IN  1993 


fOBVERSE.  The  right-hand  side  of  the  banknote  depicts  the  national  heroes  Steponas  Darias  and 
sStasys  Girenas,  who  attempted  a transatlantic  flight  from  New  York  to  Kaunas  in  1933.  Having 
• crossed  the  Atlantic,  their  aeroplane,  the  "Lituanica",  crashed  near  Soldin  in  Poland,  and  both  airmen 
Tdied.  The  words  "LIETUVOS  BANKAS"  are  inscribed  within  the  upper  8 mm-wide  ornamental 
fborder.  and  "DESlMT  LITU"  within  the  lower  band. 

5-  • - . • ' ' ' v • . ' 
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■REVERSE.  The  left-hand  side  of  the  banknote  bears  an  image  of  the  "Lituanica"  flying  over  the 

"Atlantic  Ocean  between  North  America  and  Europe.  The  coat  of  arms  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  - 

fa  mounted  knight  - is  located  on  the  upper  right-hand  side.. 

|Size  of  the  banknote:  135x65  mm.  Designed  by  Giedrius  Jonaitis. 


THE  TWENTY  LITAS  NOTE  • ISSUED  IN  1993 


^ BANKAS'.are* inscribed  withiiuhe  upper  8. nOT-wide^i^mentar  border,^ and 

DVIDESlMT  LITU"  within  the  lower' 

REVERSE.  Jin”  thecentre  of  thebanknotelsV  depiction  of  the  Yytautas 'Magnus  War  Museum  in 
Cau^rw^.Its  tS^lon'toww^archit^rfyiadimiras  &ibcMckis)'‘T°;  left  islm" image of  a 
Statue  of  Liberty  commemorating  the  tieclaration  of  Lithuania’s"  independence  in ^19 18  (sculptor. 


THE  FIFTY  LITAS  NOTE  • ISSUED  IN  1993 


j*Cr  ,c  - v- jj  - , 

national  patriarch,  scholar. 


[OBVERSE.  The  right-hand  side  of  the  banknote  bears'  a portrait  of  the  i 
statesman  and  signatory  of  Lithuania’s  Declaration  of  Independence  of  February  16,  1918,  Jonas 
pasanaVi£ius  (I851-1927L‘:Thei' wotds  "LIETUVOS  B ANKAS'.are  inscribed  within  the jipper 
8 mm-wide  ornamental  brirder.ind  "PENKIASDESlMTUTU"  within  the  lower  btmLMaCi£ , 

VERSE.  On  the  left-hand  side  of  the  banknote  is  a depiction  of  Gediminas  Square  in  Vilnius, 
raring  the  Cathedral-Basilica  (13-19  cffLate' Classicism)  arid  a defensive  tower  (13-16  c.).  later 
_de  into  a bell  tower.  The  coat  of  arms  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  - a mounted  knight  - is  located 
f on  the  upper  right-hand  side.  . . . 

fSize  of  the  banknote:  135x65  mm.  Designed  by  Romas  Bartkus  ^ ^ 


Genuine  ten  litas  banknotes  can  easily  be  distinguished  from  counterfeit  notes 
according  to  the  following  security  features: 

- they  are  printed  on  flat  white  paper  with  a rough  surface  which  does  not 
fluoresce  under  ultraviolet  light; 

- the  paper  contains  orange,  green  and  purple  fibres  which  fluoresce  green 
and  red  under  ultraviolet  light; 

- a watermark  depicting  a mounted  knight  with  the  three-spired  emblem  of 
the  Gediminas  dynasty  below  it  is  located  on  the  lighter-coloured  side  of  the 
banknote.  The  position  of  the  watermark  is  not  uniform,  and  parts  of  it  may 
be  placed  under  the  adjacent  illustration  or  numerals  (1); 

- each  banknote  has  a serial  number  consisting  of  two  letters  and  seven  Arabic 
numerals.  The  right-hand  serial  number  fluoresces  yellow  under  ultraviolet 
light  (2),  while  the  left-hand  one  does  not.  Some  banknotes  may  have  an 
asterisk  printed  in  place  of  the  two  letters  of  the  serial  number; 

-the  inscription  "L1ETUVOS  BANKAS"  is  microprinted  at  the  left-hand  side 
of  the  line  along  the  lower  edge  of  the  banknote;  this  inscription  is  legible  only 
under  magnification  (3); 

- an  invisible  numeral  "10"  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  note  fluoresces  bright 
blue  under  ultraviolet  light  (4). 


Genuine  one  hundred  litas  banknotes  can  easily  be  distinguished  from  counterfeit 
notes  according  to  the  following  security  features: 

- they  are  printed  on  flat  white  paper  with  a rough  surface  which  does  not  fluoresce 
under  ultraviolet  light; 

- the  paper  contains  orange,  green  and  purple  fibres  which  fluoresce  green  and  red 
under  ultraviolet  light; 

- a watermark  depicting  a mounted  knight  with  the  three-spired  emblem  of  the 
Gediminas  dynasty  below  it  is  located  on  the  light-coloured  side  of  the  banknote.  The 
position  of  the  watermark  is  not  uniform,  and  parts  of  it  may  be  placed  under  the 
adjacent  picture  or  numerals  (1); 


OBVERSE.  The  centre  of  the  banknote  depicts  the  national  heroes  Steponas  Danuv  and  Su  ■ 
Girenas,  who  attempted  a transatlantic  flight  from  New  York  to  Kaunas  in  1933  Having  crossed  tfv 
Atlantic,  their  aeroplane,  the  "Lituanica",  crashed  near  Soldin  in  Poland,  and  both  airmen  died  Th 
words  "LIETUVOS  BANKAS"  are  inscribed  along  the  upper  border,  and  'DEStMT  LITU"  on  th' 
lower  right-hand  side.  A signature  above  the  inscription  "VALDYBOS  PIRMININJCAS"  is  locate- 
on  the  upper  left-hand  side  of  the  banknote 

REVERSE.  The  centre  of  the  banknote  bears  an  image  of  the  "Lituanica"  flying  over  the  AUanti 
Ocean  between  North  America  and  Europe.  The  coat  of  arms  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania 
a mounted  knight  - is  located  on  the  upper  right-hand  side. 

Size  of  the  banknote:  135x65  mm.  Designed  by  Giedrius  Jonaitis 


OBVERSE.  The  right-hand  side  of  the  banknote  bears  a portrait  of  the  Lithuanian  Romantic  poet 
Mairoms  (Jonas  Maciulis,  1862-1932)  who  prepared  the  w ay  for  the  nation's  independence.  The  note's 
serial  number  is  inscribed  within  the  upper  ornamental  border,  and  the  words  "LIETUVOS  BANKAS 
" w ithin  the  lower  border.  The  inscription  "DVIDESlMT  LITU"  is  located  to  the  left  of  the  portrait,  and 
a signature  above  the  inscription  "VALDYBOS  PIRMININKAS"  is  located  below  it 
REVERSE.  In  the  centre  of  the  banknote  is  a depiction  of  the  Vytautas  Magnus  War  Museum  in 
Kaunas,  with  its  carillon  tower  (architect:  Vladimiras  Dubeneckis).  To  the  left  is  an  image  of  a Statue 
of  Liberty  commemorating  the  declaration  of  Lithuania's  independence  in  1918  (sculptor  Juozas 
Zikaras).  The  coat  of  arms  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  - a mounted  knight  - is  located  on  the  upper 
right-hand  side. 

Size  of  the  banknote:  135x65  mm.  Designed  by  Justas  TolvaiSis. 


LITHUANIAN  CURRENCY 

OBVERSE.  The  right-hand  side  of  the  banknote  bears  a portrait  of  the  national  patriarch,  scholar,  statesman 
and  signatory  of  Lithuania's  Declaration  of  Independence  of  February  1 6. 1 9 1 8,  Jonas  Basanavifius  (1851- 
1927).  The  note's  serial  number  is  inscribed  along  the  upper  edge,  and  ’’LIETUVOS  BANKAS"  within  the 
lower  ornamental  border.  The  words  "PENKIASDESIMT  LTTU”  are  placed  at  the  centre  of  the  banknote, 
and  a signature  above  the  inscription  "VALDYBOS  PIRMININKAS''  is  located  below. 

REVERSE.  On  the  left-hand  side  of  the  banknote  is  a depiction  of  Gediminas  Square  in  Vilnius,  with  the 
Cathedral-Basilica  (13th-19th  centuries;  Late  Classicism)  and  its  defensive  tower  (13th-16th  centuries), 
later  converted  into  a bell  tower.  The  coat  of  arms  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  - a mounted  knight  - is 
located  on  the  upper  right-hand  side. 

Size  of  the  banknote:  135x65  mm.  Designed  by  Romas  Bartkus. 


LITHUANIAN  CURRENCY 

THE  ONE  HUNDRED  LITAS  NOTE  • ISSUED  IN  i99l 


- the  inscription  "LIETUVOS  BANKAS"  is  microprinted  at  the  left-hand  side  of  the 
note  under  the  lower  ornamental  border  from  its  left  edge  to  the  portrait;  this  inscription 
is  legible  only  under  magnification  (3); 

- an  invisible  numeral  "100"  at  the  centre  of  the  note  (superimposed  over  the  mounted 
knight)  fluoresces  green  under  ultraviolet  light  (4); 

- to  the  right  of  the  numeral  "100”  on  the  bottom  ornamental  border  the  letters  "LB" 
are  printed  in  nonapparent  script  which  becomes  visible  when  the  note  is  held  against 
the  light  at  an  oblique  angle  (5); 

- raised  intaglio  printing  of  ornamental  borders,  portrait,  denomination  numerals,  designs 
and  inscriptions  provides  a tactile  surface  easily  distinguished  by  touch. 

- each  banknote  has  a serial  number  consisting  of  two  letters  and  seven  Arabic  numerals. 
The  right-hand  serial  number  fluoresces  yellow  under  ultraviolet  light  (2),  while  the 
left-hand  one  does  not.  Some  banknotes  may  have  an  asterisk  printed  in  place  of 
the  two  letters  of  the  serial  number, 


10. 


WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 


LETTERS 


W ANTED:  1993  10  Litu  commemorative  coins 
honoring  Danus-Girenas,  and  the  Pope's  visit.  Harvey  W. 
Oshnn,  399  E.  Highland  Ave,  #320.  San  Bernardino,  CA 
92404. 

WANTED:  Decorations  of  the  3 Baltic  countries 
1918-40.  Also  the  reconstituted  Republic's  decorations. 
Tim  Meier,  915  Linden  Avenue,  Wilmette,  IL  6009-2712. 

FOR  SALE:  New  book,  Katalog  Monet  Litwy, 
Lotwy,  Estonii  1922-1994  by  Janusz  Parchimowicz.  $8.00, 
including  postage.  Bruce  Donahue,  P.O.  Box  92,  Accord, 
MA  02018. 


Just  letting  you  know  that  I'm  renewing  my 
membership  for  another  year  I wish  to  commend  the  members 
and  others  in  supplying  information,  materials,  etc,  for 
publication  in  The  Knight.  These  items  illustrate  to  us  other 
members  of  the  vast  field  of  not  just  numismatics,  but  also 
revealing  the  medieval  and  archaeological  artifacts  of  Ancient 
Lithuania. 

I observed  many  such  items  in  the  Museum  in  Kaunas 
when  I visited  Lithuaniain  1992  one  will  never  know  how 
much  was  confiscated  or  destroyed  by  the  numerous  armies 
criss-crossing  and  devastating  all  that  fell  in  their  path  What 
few  treasures  that  survived  were  the  ones  that  were  buried  or 
kept  as  mementoes. 

— Peter  Schulin,  WASHINGTON,  PA 


FOR  SALE:  Lithuanian  promissory  notes 
"Vekseliai,”  as  described  in  KOLEKCIJA  Journal  #1,  1994. 
$10  each,  or  3 for  $25. 

Also,  Selling  contemporary  Lithuanian  telephone 
tokens,  and  Lithuanian  1925,  1936,  1938  coins  issued. 
Please  send  S.A.S.E.  to  Victor  Zilaitis,  2018  Heathfield 
Circle,  Sun  City,  FL  33573-7304. 

FOR  SALE:  Sigismund  III  Polish  3 groschens, 
VF/EF,  dates  my  choice,  $15.00  each. 

Also,  WANTED,  1938  P-28  10  Litu  banknote.  Write 
with  price. 

Anthony  Tumonis,  3411  S.  Camino  Seco  #128, 
Tucson,  AZ  85730. 

FOR  SALE:  Copies  of  Lithuanian  Collector's 
Association  journal,  KOLEKCUA.  Also:  1994  Song 
Festival  Commemorative  10  Litu  coin,  and  Lithuanian 
banknotes.  Write:  Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion, 
Mi  49224. 

FOR  SALE  OR  TRADE:  Lithuanian,  Polish, 
German,  etc.  coins  of  the  16th  to  20th  centuries.  I am 
interested  in  coins,  banknotes,  decorations,  and  old  books. 
Arunas  Unskinas,  Varpo  3,  5300  Panevezys,  Lithuania. 


3— Dealer  in 

Quality  Rare  Coins 

Karl  Stephens. 

> Ipc. 

Karl  Stephens 

President 

Post  Office  Box  458 

ANA  57209 

Temple  City,  Ca.  91780  818-445-8154 

[Editor’s  note:  Our  Albion  (Michigan)  College  Britons  football 
team  beat  the  Washington  & Jefferson  Presidents  team  of 
Washington,  PA  in  the  NCAA  Division  III  Stagg  Bowl 
National  Championship  on  December  10  in  Salem,  Virginia, 
which  I attended.  I had  to  put  this  in,  Peter  ] 


Expert  Convicted  for  Poor  Banknotes 

[From  Lithuanian  Weekly,  October  14-20,  1994,  pg.  2 ] 


The  Supreme  Court  has  ac- 
quitted the  former  leader  of  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania,  but  convicted 
the  Bank’s  chief  expert  for  poor 
quality  litas  banknotes. 

Vilius  BaldiSis,  who  headed 
the  Central  Bank  between  1990- 
1993,  and  the  Bank’s  chief  expert 
Romualdas  Purtuliswere  charged 
with  negligence,  resulting  in  sev- 
eral million  US  dollars’  damage 
to  the  state.  The  court  ruled  that 
Purtulis  had  exceeded  his  official 
duties  when,  at  the  beginning  of 
1991,  he  allowed  the  US  Bank- 
note Corporation  to  change  the 
provisions  of  the  contract  on  print- 
ing the  litas  bills  and  agreed  to 
exclude  a number  of  protection 
measures  against  counterfeiting. 


As  a result,  Lithuania  received 
poor-quality  banknotes  in  deno- 
minations of  10,  20  and  50  litas, 
all  of  which  had  to  be  reprinted. 
The  Bank’s  new  leadership  man- 
aged to  reprint  the  bills  at  the 
expense  of  the  US  Banknote  Cor- 
poration as  compensation  for  its 
failure  to  fulfil  the' contract.  The 
US-based  company  covered  78% 
of  the  damage  incurred  by  the 
Lithuanian  side;  the  rest  of  the 
financial  losses  were  estimated  at 
100,000  litas  (US  $25,000). 

The  Supreme  Court  has  held 
closed-door  sittings  since  the  end 
of  last  May.  On  October  4,  the 
court  sentenced  Purtulis  to  two 
years’  imprisonment  for  exceed- 
ing official  duties.  The  court  also 
ruled  that  Purtulis  pay  the  fine  of 
100,000  litas  to  the  state. 


THE  KNIGHT  , Volume  17,  Number  3.  Issue  #92. 
The  official  publication  of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association.  Frank  Passic,  EDITOR.  Robert  J.  Douchis, 
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Subscription/membership  is  a donation  of  $15  or 
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